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DETAILED ACTION 

This application has been examined. Claims 1-12 are pending. 

Priority 

This application claims benefits of priority from Foreign Application 2002-315912 
(JAPAN) filed October 30,2002. 

The effective date of the claims described in this application is October 30,2002. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 09/24/2003, 
05/27/2005 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .97. Accordingly, the 
information disclosure statement are being considered by the examiner. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 5,6,11,12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Where applicant acts as his or her own lexicographer to specifically define a term 
of a claim contrary to its ordinary meaning, the written description must clearly redefine 
the claim term and set forth the uncommon definition so as to put one reasonably skilled 
in the art on notice that the applicant intended to so redefine that claim term. The term 
"predict content of the instruction" is used by the claim to mean "present search 
results", while the accepted meaning is "anticipate the result ". The term is indefinite 
because the specification does not clearly redefine the term. 

For purposes of this examination, the limitation regarding 'predicting content' is 
interpreted according to the Applicant Specifications as described in Page 19 Lines 5- 
1 5. Accordingly 'predicting content' is equivalent to searching a program information 
database and presenting search results to the user. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-4, 7-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Shimamura (US Publication 2001/0003827). 



Shimamura disclosed (re. Claim 1,7) a control apparatus which controls first and 
second electronic devices, comprising: means for assigning first and second electronic 
mail addresses to the first and second electronic devices, (Shimamura-Paragraph 20, 
Paragraph 104) respectively; a receiving unit which receives an electronic mail via a 
network, (Shimamura-Paragraph 20, Paragraph 30) the electronic mail including one of 
the first and second electronic mail addresses as a destination address; (Shimamura- 
Paragraph 91) means for selecting one of the first and second electronic devices in 
accordance with the destination address (Shimamura-Paragraph 93) of the received 
electronic mail; and means for controlling an operation of the selected electronic device 
based on an instruction described in the received electronic mail. (Shimamura- 
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Paragraph 20) 

Claim 7 is rejected on the same basis as Claim 1 . 

Shimamura disclosed (re. Claim 2,8) a storage unit which stores access control 
information indicating a relationship between an electronic mail address of each user 
who gains access to the control apparatus and an electronic device that is controllable 
by the user; (Shimamura-Paragraph 20, 'authorization to execute the command') 

and means for performing an access control process which allows the electronic 
device selected in accordance with the destination address to be controlled or inhibits 
the electronic device from being controlled, based on a sender address (Shimamura- 
Paragraph 1 3, 'certifies each email by the email address") and the destination address of 
the received electronic mail and the access control information. 

Shimamura disclosed (re. Claim 3,9) wherein the controlling means includes: 
means for generating a command, which is interpreted by the selected electronic 
device, based on the instruction described in the received electronic mail; (Shimamura- 
Figure 3, 'command analyzer^ and means for sending the command to the selected 
electronic device. 
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Shimamura disclosed (re. Claim 4,10) wherein the controlling means includes: 
means for analyzing a message composed in the received electronic mail to extract a 
keyword, which is available as the instruction, from the message; (Shimamura-Figure 3, 
'command analyzer") means for generating a command, which is interpreted by the 
selected electronic device, based on the extracted keyword; and means for sending the 
command to the selected electronic device. (Shimamura-Paragraph 91, 'enable the 
printer to interpret the command') 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was 
made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall 
not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 5,6, 1 1 , 1 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Shimamura (US Publication 20010003827) in view of Hirata (US 6374406) further 
in view of Kunii (US Patent 7095402). 
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Shimamura disclosed (re. Claim 5) and the controlling means includes: means 
for analyzing a message composed in the received electronic mail (Shimamura-Figure 
3, 'command analyzer") including the first electronic mail address as a destination 
address to extract a keyword from the message; 

While Shimamura substantially disclosed the invention, Shimamura did not 
disclose (re. Claim 5) wherein the first electronic device is configured to record a 
broadcast program. Shimamura did not disclose (re. Claim 5) means for predicting 
contents of the instruction based on both the extracted keyword and a database 
indicating broadcast date and time, a channel number and an attribute of each 
broadcast program; and means for controlling a recording operation of the first 
electronic device based on prediction results. 

Hirata disclosed (re. Claim 5) wherein the first electronic device is configured to 
record a broadcast program. (Hirata-Column 5 Lines 40-50) 

Shimamura and Hirata are analogous art because they present concepts and 
practices regarding delivery of remote control commands to a device via email. At the 
time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
combine Hirata into Shimamura. The motivation for said combination would have been 
to eliminate the requirement for telephone lines for controlling an electric appliance from 
outside the house.(Hirata-Column 1 Lines 35-45) 
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For purposes of this examination, the limitation regarding 'predicting content is 
interpreted according to the Applicant Specifications as described in Page 19 Lines 5- 
15. Accordingly 'predicting content' is equivalent to searching a program information 
database and presenting search results to the user. 

Kunii disclosed (re. Claim 5) means for predicting contents of the instruction 
based on both the extracted keyword (Kunii-Column 25 Lines 20-30) and a database 
indicating broadcast date and time, a channel number and an attribute of each 
broadcast program; and means for controlling a recording operation of the first 
electronic device based on prediction results. 

Shimamura.Hirata, and Kunii are analogous art because they present concepts 
and practices regarding delivery of remote control commands to a device via email. At 
the time of the invention it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art to combine Kunii into Shimamura-Hirata. The motivation for said combination would 
have been to allow for users to select desired programs without having to browse 
through the program listing. (Kunii-Column 1 Lines 55-65) 

Claim 1 1 is rejected on the same basis as Claim 5. 

Shimamura-Hirata-Kunii disclosed (re. Claim 6,12) wherein the controlling means 
includes: means for analyzing a message composed in the received electronic mail 
(Shimamura-Figure 3, 'command analyzer 1 ) to predict contents of the instruction (Kunii- 
Column 25 Lines 20-30) described in the received electronic mail; means for 
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composing a message indicating the predicted contents of the instruction; (Kunii- 
Column 25 Lines 20-30) and means for returning an electronic mail (Shimamura- 
Paragraph 97) including the composed message to a sender of the received electronic 
mail. 



Conclusion 

Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in 
the references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
responses, to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part 
of the claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art 
or disclosed by the Examiner. 

In the case of amending the claimed invention, Applicant is respectfully 
requested to indicate the portion(s) of the specification which dictate(s) the structure 
relied on for proper interpretation and also to verify and ascertain the metes and bounds 
of the claimed invention. 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Please refer to the enclosed PTO-892 form. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Greg Bengzon whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
3944. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. thru Fri. 8 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on (571)272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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